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Introduction 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Whole School Curriculum Policy. 

It has been produced in accordance with the North Tyneside Agreed Syllabus and 
guidelines. This is the statutory syllabus for RE in North Tyneside and it will be used flexibly 
to best meet the needs of the pupils.

 At Woodlawn School it is felt that a broad based RE Curriculum can be seen as one of the 
means by which the statutory obligation to provide pupil’s spiritual and moral development 
can be met. RE can provide this development in a cross-curricular way throughout all 
aspects of school life. RE can assist in helping pupils establish their own values and beliefs 
and also to have an understanding of others.

What is the importance of religious education? 

 Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and 
purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right 
and wrong and what it means to be human.

 It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal 
religions, other religious traditions and other world views that offer answers to 
questions such as these.

 It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.
 It enhances pupils’ awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, 

practices and forms of expression, as well as of the influence of religion on 
individuals, families, communities and cultures. 

 Religious education encourages pupils to learn from different religions, beliefs, 
values and traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning. 

 It challenges pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and valuate issues of 
truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses. 

 Religious education encourages pupils to develop their sense of self-worth, identity 
and belonging. It enables them to flourish individually within their communities and as
citizens in a pluralistic society and global community.

 Religious education has an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, 
employment and lifelong learning. It enables pupils to develop respect for and 
sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from 
their own. It promotes discernment and enables pupils to combat prejudice.

 Religious education is a dynamic, essential feature of a broad and balanced 
curriculum.

Rationale

At Woodlawn School we teach RE because we want our pupils to:

• acquire knowledge and develop understanding of Christianity and other principal religions 
represented in the United Kingdom, and particularly in North Tyneside

 • develop an understanding of the ways in which religious beliefs and secular views 
influence the values, practices and behaviour of individuals, communities, societies and 
cultures



 • develop the ability to reason and make decisions and judgements about religious and 
moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in the 
United Kingdom 

• address fundamental questions about life and enable personal search for meaning and 
purpose through consideration of the beliefs and teachings of the principal religions 
represented in the United Kingdom

 • reflect on personal experiences in the light of their study of religion and develop 
confidence in their own identity, beliefs and values

 • develop positive attitudes towards other people who hold different views and beliefs

• develop a sense of belongings and responsibility as a member of a diverse community, 
locally, nationally and globally.

 Religious Education helps us deliver the aims of Woodlawn School in the following 
ways:

 1. That has high expectations for continuous improvement in order to raise standards for 
pupils. 

2. In which all partners include, involve and inform each other. 

3. That actively develops parental partnerships for the benefits of the pupils. 

4. That positively promotes and encourages independence, confidence and self advocacy. 

5. That values communication and provides the time and opportunity to make it effective.

 6. That extends inclusion within the school and beyond.

7. That gives pupils the skills and opportunities to make informed choices.

 8. That establishes an atmosphere of security, trust and respect for all. 

9. That celebrates achievement for all.

10. That works in a creative and enterprising way to fulfil these aims.

Religious Education and the Law

Legislation from 1944, the 1988 Education Reform Act, the 1996 Education Act and the 1998
School Standards and Framework Act, require that the curriculum for every school includes 
religious education. 

Religious education has equal standing with the subjects of the National Curriculum.



 The requirements for community schools and nonreligious foundation schools. 

• Religious education must be provided for all pupils registered in full time education. This 
includes pupils who are registered in a reception class (the law relating to RE differs from 
that relating to the subjects of the National Curriculum), and those registered in school sixth 
forms (but not sixth form colleges).

 • Special schools must comply with the legislation and ensure that every pupil receives 
religious education as far as is practicable.

 • Religious education must be taught in accordance with the LA Agreed Syllabus, which 
must reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst 
taking account of the teaching and practices of other principal religions represented in Great 
Britain.

 • Religious education must be non-denominational, although teaching about denominational
differences is permitted. 

• Religious education, along with the National Curriculum subjects, should promote the 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils. 

• The head teacher, along with the governing body and the LA, is responsible for the 
provision of religious education. 

• Schools are required to provide an annual report for parents on the attainment and 
progress of each child in religious education. 

• Parents may request that their child is wholly or partly withdrawn from receiving religious 
education provided by the school. 

• Teachers may withdraw from teaching religious education and should not be discriminated 
against for their religious beliefs and practices.

Religious Education and Learning across the Curriculum 

Key skills Religious education provides opportunities for pupils to develop those key skills, 
which in turn enhance the quality of learning in religious education: 

• communication through developing a broad and accurate religious vocabulary, reading and
responding to a range of written and spoken language, (including sacred texts, stories, 
poetry, prayers, liturgy and worship), communicating ideas using the creative and expressive
arts, talking and writing with understanding and insight about religious and other beliefs and 
values, reflecting critically on ultimate questions of life, using reasoned arguments.

 • application of number through calendrical reckoning, collecting, recording, presenting and 
interpreting data involving graphs, charts and statistical analysis.

 • information technology through using CDROMs and the internet selectively, researching 
information about religions and beliefs, teaching and practices, using email to communicate 
and analyse information with people of differing beliefs and cultures, using spreadsheets and
databases to handle and present data relevant to the study of religious education. 

• working with others through sharing ideas, discussing beliefs, values and practices, 
collaborating with each other and developing respect and sensitivity. 



• improving own learning and performance through setting targets as part of religious 
education development, reviewing their achievements and identifying ways to improve their 
own work. 

• problem solving through recognising key issues to do with religious belief, practice and 
expression, interpreting and explaining findings and making personal decisions on religious 
issues (for example, considering their own and religious ideas on good and evil), ethical 
dilemmas and priorities in life.

b. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Each of these four areas can be viewed and planned for separately but opportunities for 
provision will often be interconnected. 

Many opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development will arise naturally 
and will be inherent in, for example, the ethos of the school. 

However schools should be able to monitor the quality of their provision and this cannot be 
done without careful planning and evaluation. 

There are many significant opportunities within religious education for personal development
arising from its distinctive content, teaching and learning experiences, resources and 
interaction which are crucial in learning about and learning from religion. 

In particular, religious education can make a major contribution to a pupil’s spiritual 
development.

Religious Education Guidelines 

• All pupils across the school EYFS to post 16 will have access to the Religious Education 
curriculum. Students at Post 16 are able to access RE as part of a more flexible timetable to 
pursue Work Related Learning. 

• Pupils at Woodlawn School study the programs of study from the Foundation Level, Key 
Stage 1, 2, 3 and 4 North Tyneside Agreed Syllabus. 

 • Religious Education for pupils with complex difficulties and at the Foundation Level will 
have strong links with the sensory curriculum. 

• Wherever possible all Religious Education concepts should be taught using practical, 
experiential and artefact based approaches. Artefact resources are available for this 
purpose.

• RE has cross- curricular links with other subjects, for example, Literacy, Science, 
Technology, PSHE, History, and Geography. 

• RE can inspire children to view their world with a sense of wonder and delight. 

• Access to the study of RE will be in accordance with the schools Equal Opportunities 
Policy.

 • Pupils will use and develop all their senses during RE.

 • Pupils will improve their communication skills during RE activities.



• Pupils will develop their Literacy skills during RE.

• Opportunities will be created to develop pupil’s RE knowledge during extra-curricular 
activities, i.e. outings, community visits, home/ school learning and break times. 

• The use of signs, symbols and ICT will enhance learning in this area. 

• Work in RE will be recorded regularly and this recording will inform pupils learning. 

• RE can be an effective context for individual pupils to develop skills linked to their IEPs 
which will be monitored termly and reported to parents. 

• Progress in RE will be reported to parents as part of the end of year report. 

• Teaching in RE will be monitored by the RE lead teacher and by the Senior 
LeadershipTeam. An Annual Development Plan for the subject will be agreed and regulated.

Parents provide children with their first opportunities to explore the world around them. They 
continue to be an important part of helping pupils to understand their world throughout their 
school career. They will be provided with termly topic plans and may be asked to help with 
homework, continue investigations at home or contribute resources from home.

 • Achievement in Religious Education will be celebrated in school by displays of children’s 
work. This may take the form of photographs of activities, written work, pictures and 
artefacts.

 • Regular inset will be provided for staff through the schools development plan. Advice on 
specific topics will be available from the RE Lead. Resources and training is also available 
from the North East Religious Learning Resources Centre. 

• Pupils with ASD will be supported in Religious Education by offering them a known 
structure and systems of communication, i.e. PECS. 

• Teachers will use a range of teaching and learning styles for Religious Education. This will 
include practical learning activities, curriculum visits, 1:1 work, supervised independent 
tasks, etc.

• Opportunities will be taken to promote positive images of other cultures through Religious 
Education. 

The Role of the Subject Leader

 The role of the subject leader is to: 

  Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject; 
  Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;
  Monitor pupil progress in that subject area; 
 Provide efficient resource management for the subject. 

It is the role of the subject leader to keep up to date with developments in the subject, at 
both national and local level. To review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan 
for improvement.

This development planning links to whole-school objectives. The subject leader reviews the 
curriculum plans for the subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National 
Curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work.


