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Subject learning journey – Literacy

Functional 
Literacy: Step up 
to English

Language – Year 10/11/12 
GCSE – Language 
Paper 1 – Fiction
Paper 2 – Non- Fiction 

AQA Step up to English Route Silver and Gold Accreditation Route – GCSE Route

Retrieve information from 
a text.
Make inferences.
Analyse the language and 
structure of a text.
Evaluate a statement 
about a text.

Descriptive and 
narrative writing for 
impact.
Create character and 
setting.Use ambitious 
vocabulary in the 
creation of character 
and mood.

Identify poetic 
techniques and explore 
the effects.
Understand layers of 
meaning and support 
this by own 
interpretations with 
evidence from the text.

Retrieve information from 
a poem.
Analyse the structure of a 
poem.
Identify poetic techniques 
and explore their effects.

Use a range of 
linguistic techniques 
and devices to craft 
descriptive and 
narrative writing for 
impact.
Use ambitious vocab, 
imagery, sentence 
structure & dialogue 
to create 
character/mood.

Comment on 
the structure 
of texts 
including 
grammar and 
presentation.
Purpose and 
viewpoint.

Explore the impact 
of a piece of 
drama on the 
audience. Identify 
dramatic 
techniques and 
explore their 
effect.

Identify methods that 
writers use to create 
character and setting. 
Retrieve information 
from a text.
Make inferences 
Analyse the language 
and structure of a 
text. 
Evaluate a statement 
about a text using 
evidence from it.   

Delivery of  a 
presentation 
effectivity to a 
specific 
audience.

Identify methods that 
writers use to write 
persuasively. 
Use a range of 
rhetorical and structural 
devices to shape and 
craft persuasive writing 
for impact.
Retrieve information 
from a text 
Make inferences 

Analyse the 
language and 
structure of a play 
Explore the impact 
of a piece of drama 
on the audience.
Identify dramatic 
techniques and 
explore their effect

Explain their 
ideas 
effectively. 
Deliver an 
effective 
presentation.

Retrieve 
information from a 
poem Make 
inferences. 
Compare 
content/language/st
ructure/context. 
Link context to 
analysis.

Use a range of 
linguistic techniques 
to shape and craft 
descriptive and 
narrative writing for 
impact.Identify 
methods that 
writers use to create 
character and 
setting.

Identify methods 
that writers use to 
create 
characters/setting/
mood and evaluate 
impact on the 
reader. Evaluate a 
statement about a 
text using evidence.

Analyse the 
language and 
structure of a text. 
Methods used to 
create character, 
setting and mood. 
Write discursively.

Analyse the language 
and structure of a 
play Explore the 
impact of drama on 
the audience. Identify 
dramatic techniques 
and explore the 
effects.

Prepare and deliver 
an effective 
presentation. 
Including characters, 
themes and ideas.

Managing social relationships
Understand and demonstrate 
how to interact with others in a 
range of social situations. Use a 
range of appropriate behaviours 
when participating in the 
exchanges. Use appropriate 
formal and informal 
communication techniques.

Healthy Living.
Describe key elements of a 
healthy lifestyle. Explain why 
a healthy lifestyle is 
important. Describe what 
went well and areas for 
improvement. Suggest 
further activities which 
could contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle.
.

Individual rights and 
responsibilities.
Identify sources of support and 
information about rights and 
responsibilities and describe how 
these could help. Demonstrate how 
they take responsibility for 
themselves.

Preparation for work
Understand how own skills and 
qualities relate to those needed for 
working life.
Research personal career 
opportunities. Identify and prepare 
key information needed for an 
application or interview.

Functional 
Literacy:Step up 
to English

Identity and 
Cultural 
Diversity.

Making the most 

of Leisure time.
Environmental 
Awareness.Parenting 

Awareness



Plan and write with an understanding of purpose and audience and make 
deliberate ambitious word choices to add detail, effect and to engage the reader. 
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Subject learning journey – (Literacy)

Communication 
and Language 

Join in with 
favourite rhymes 
– some lines, 
words and 
actions.
Engage in short 
periods of joint 
attention with 
books 

Begin to 
engage 
in simple 
dialogue 
about 
play 

Engage in short 
periods of joint 
attention with 
books.
Participate with 
words, phrases 
or gestures as 
play is narrated. 

Use back and 
forth 
conversations 
about play.
Answer why 
questions. 
Remain 
attentive to 
the end of the 
book 

Anticipate the 
ending of familiar 
books.
Know a few 
rhymes off by 
heart. Express 
preferences for 
rhymes. 

Ask and answer why 
questions.
Join in with very 
familiar repeated 
sections in books.
Comment on or 
answer questions 
about illustrations

Able to talk 
about 
events now 
and in the 
past using 
appropriate 
tenses

Comment on 
books as they 
are being read

Maintain focus on a short 
picture book shared with 
an adult until the end.
Make marks on a range of 
scales with a range of 
tools and grips.

Hold books 
independently, 
opening to find 
pages of 
interest.

Turn the pages of books 
from beginning to end, 
noting items of interest 
along the way.
Name pertinent features in 
book illustrations as a story 
is being shared.

Remain engaged 
from the beginning 
to the end of 
longer books.
Answer closed 
questions as a 
book is being 
shared.

Begin to 
participate in 
the repetitive 
features of 
very familiar 
books. 
Suggest what 
might happen 
next from 
memory.

Name and 
locate favourite 
books and give 
very brief 
descriptions of 
plot elements 
or characters.

Re-enact very 
short excerpts 
from favourite 
texts using 
puppets or 
small world 
figures.

Stories with familiar 
settings

Fantasy
Write sentences to create 
short narratives and 
non-fiction texts. Use some 
features of different text 
types. Use adjectives for 
description

Traditional stories

Poetry
Use simple 
sentence structures. 
Spell most words 
containing 
previously taught 
phonemes and 
GPCs accurately. 

Stories with 
predictable and 
patterned language

Non- fiction
Write lowercase and 
capital letters in the 
correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the right place with a 
good level of 
consistency

Stories from 
around the world

Key Vocabulary 
Building 
Use a number of 
features of different 
text types and make 
appropriate topic/ 
subject matter 
vocabulary choices.

Information texts

Poetry
Spell most Y1 
common exception 
words and days of 
the week accurately 
(from English 
Appendix 1).Use the 
conjunction ‘and’ to 
link ideas and 
sentences.

Recounts 

Instructions
Has an awareness 
of:  question marks  
exclamation marks

Stories with familiar settings

Instructions
Write a simple, coherent 
narrative about their own and 
others’ experiences (real and 
fictional), after discussion 
with the teacher. 

Traditional stories

Poetry
Demarcate most 
sentences with 
capital letters and 
full stops. Use some 
subordination (when 
/ if / that / because) 
Use a range of 
sentence types: 
statement, question, 
command and 
exclamation.

Stories with predictable 
and patterned language

Non-fiction
Write capital letters and 
digits of the correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to 
lower-case letters. Spell 
many KS1 common 
exception words. 
Segment spoken words 
into phonemes and 
representing these by 
graphemes

Stories from around 
the world

Vocabulary
Write effectively and 
coherently for 
different purposes, 
drawing on their 
reading to inform the 
vocabulary and 
grammar of their 
writing, after 
discussion with the 
teacher.

Information 
texts

Poetry
Use 
apostrophes 
to mark 
singular 
possession in 
nouns and 
contractions. 
U

Recounts 

Fantasy
Add suffixes to 
spell most 
words 
correctly in 
their writing, 
e.g. –ment, 
–ness, –ful, 
–less, –ly 

Stories with familiar 
settings

Instructions
Spell words with 
prefixes and suffixes 
with accuracy.

Stories from 
around the 
world

Vocabulary
Spell some 
words 
correctly (3-4 
spelling list)

Information texts

Poetry
Begin to use 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to 
show time, place 
and cause.

Recounts 

Fantasy
Demonstrate an increasing 
understanding of purpose and 
audience. Make deliberate 
ambitious word choices to add 
detail. Begin to use the structure 
of a wider range of text types 
(including the use of simple layout 
devices in non-fiction).

Traditional stories

Poetry
Maintain the correct 
tense (including present 
perfect tense) 
throughout a piece of 
writing with accurate 
subject/verb agreement

Stories with predictable 
and patterned language

Non-fiction
Plan and write with an 
understanding of 
purpose and audience 
and make deliberate 
ambitious word choices 
to add detail, effect and 
to engage the reader. 

Stories with familiar settings

Instructions
Create detailed settings, characters 
and plot in narratives to engage the 
reader. Write a range of narratives and 
non-fiction pieces using a consistent 
and appropriate structure (including 
genre-specific layout devices). Write 
narratives with a clear beginning, 
middle and end with a coherent plot.

Traditional 
stories

Poetry
Use apostrophes 
for singular and 
plural 
possession with 
increasing 
confidence.

Stories with 
predictable 
and patterned 
language

Non-fiction
Spell all words 
correctly (3-4 
spelling list) 

Stories from 
around the world

Dictionary
Consistently 
organise their 
writing into 
paragraphs 
around a theme to 
add cohesion and 
aid the reader.

Information texts

Poetry
Expand noun phrases 
with the addition of 
ambitious modifying 
adjectives and 
prepositional phrases,

    Recounts 

   Fantasy
Spell words with prefixes and 
suffixes with accuracy. Spell all 
words correctly (3-4 spelling list) 
Apply knowledge of word 
families to help with unfamiliar 
spellings.

Instruction texts

Vocabulary 
building
Use coordination 
(or / and / but) Use 
some 
subordination 
(when / if / that / 
because)

Stories set in 
imaginary worlds

Dictionary
Segment spoken 
words into 
phonemes and 
representing these 
by graphemes, 
spelling many of 
these words 
correctly and 
making p

Play scripts

Non-fiction
Write effectively and 
coherently for different 
purposes, drawing on 
their reading to inform 
the vocabulary and 
grammar of their 
writing, after 
discussion with the 
teacher. 

Fables, Myths and 
Legends

Poetry
Use apostrophes to 
mark singular 
possession in nouns 
and contractions.Use 
commas to separate 
items in a list.

Stories by significant 
authors

Persuasive text
Add suffixes to spell 
most words correctly in 
their writing, e.g. 
–ment, –ness, –ful, 
–less, –ly 

Discussion Texts

Stories with historical settings
Write a simple, coherent 
narrative about their own and 
others’ experiences (real and 
fictional), after discussion with 
the teacher.

Stories by significant 
authors

Persuasive text
Describe settings, 
characters and create 
atmosphere. Dialogue 
conveys character and 
advances the action. 
Show awareness of the 
reader.

Fables, Myths and 
Legends

Poetry
Contractions Inverted 
commas Passive verbs 
Exclamation marks 
Modal verbs Verb 
tenses are consistent 
and correct.

Play scripts/Film 
narratives

Non-fiction
Spell most works 
correctly (5-6 
spelling list) Use a 
dictionary to check 
spellings of less 
familiar/more 
ambitious 
vocabulary.

Reading and comparing 
short stories

Dictionary
Effectively for a range of 
purposes & audiences, 
selecting appropriate 
form, and use modelled 
writing as a basis for 
independent work- e.g. 
literary language, 
characterisation, 
structure. 

Instruction texts

Vocabulary building
Correctly use 
taught punctuation: 
Punctuation used 
precisely to 
enhance meaning 
& avoid ambiguity.

Discussion Texts

Stories with historical 
settings
Produce fluent and legible 
handwriting when writing 
at speed.

Composition
Grammar and 
Punctuation
Transcription




